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The Mission of Operation HOPE is to expand economic opportunity in underserved 

communities through economic education and empowerment. Operation HOPE 

improves the economic quality of life for individuals, families, and communities 

through programs that create stakeholders: converting check cashing customers into 

banking customers, renters into home owners, small business dreamers into small 

business owners, and minimum wage workers into living wage workers. 
 
 

Operation HOPE works to eradicate poverty as we know it in our lifetime through 

the Silver Rights Movement. At the core of HOPE’s mission, to eradicate poverty and 

empower the wealthless, is a movement to establish “silver rights,” or the right 

to financial literacy, access to capital, and equality of opportunity for the underserved. 

This new movement is focused on freeing and enriching people’s spirit, as much 

as it is about growing net worth and advancing economic standing.
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welcome to Banking on Our Future’s 
HOPE Corps volunteer guide! 

Banking on Our Future (BOOF) is a financial education program within  

Operation HOPE. BOOF works with the public and private sector to educate  

youth in grades 4 through 12 and adults. Established in April 1996, the BOOF  

program has educated hundreds of thousands of youth using math and  

social studies standards-based programs, which teach the fundamentals of  

financial literacy. The BOOF program consists of 5 modules: 1. A Course in  

Dignity, 2. Basics of Banking, 3. Checking & Savings, 4. The Power of Credit   

and 5. Basic Investments. Banking on our Future is in 16 US markets and   

7 provinces in South Africa. 
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before you enter the classroom: 
 

some advice and hints 

  Make sure that you’re familiar with the assignment before you  

  meet your class. Understand the concept you’ll be teaching   

  that day, all vocabulary terms, any activities, and specific skills  

  that students will need to learn. Since many of the students   

  will be unfamiliar with the financial concepts discussed, make  

  sure that you can explain concepts in terms that the students   

  will understand. Use familiar words and helpful examples to   

  explain concepts such as “credit rating” and “FDIC.”  

 
  Focus on any vocabulary terms your students will be   

  discussing that day. Write these terms on the board or discuss  

  them with the class so they are familiar with the terms.  

 
  Make sure that your students understand the math involved   

  in the lesson. It is a good idea to do a practice question   

  or two on the board if your students seem to be having   

  difficulties with the math.  

 
  Each student will receive a copy of the Student Guide that   

  contains the worksheets in this package. They should have  

  everything they need with the exception of a pen or a pencil.  

   Note: Usually the student will have their own pen or pencil. 

 
  Praise your students when they grasp the concepts. Allow   

  them to work in groups to help their classmates learn the   

  concepts too. 

 
  Make the lessons fun! Don’t forget to bring your enthusiasm,   

  sense of humor, and patience. Your students will be a joy to   

  work with if you bring these essential tools. 

 

 

guide: 

This course is divided into five modules. While there is a lot  

of information to cover in each session, this information is  

arranged in a way—and should be presented in a way—that  

allows students to easily grasp the mathematical and  

financial concepts that you will present. Each module’s  

lesson plan includes, at a minimum, a discussion of concepts,  

vocabulary words, suggestions for discussion, worksheets,  

and often a game. Activity pages that involve mathematical  

calculations include both a student and teacher version. The  

student’s version can be duplicated or made into an overhead  

transparency for a whole-class activity. 
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educational standards: 
 

The Banking on Our Future lessons and modules have been aligned with the Principles and Standards   

for School Mathematics compiled by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (2000).   

 
the middle school standards include the following: 

 
Understand numbers, ways of representing numbers,  

relationships among numbers, and number systems 

 
·  work flexibly with fractions, decimals, and percents to   

  solve problems; 

 
Understand meanings of operations and how they relate   

to one another 

 
·  understand the meaning and effects of arithmetic   

  operations with fractions, decimals, and integers; 

 
·  compare and order fractions, decimals, and percents   

  efficiently and find their approximate locations on a   

  number line; 

 
·  develop meaning for percents greater than 100 and   

  less than 1; 

 
·  understand and use ratios and proportions to represent   

  quantitative relationships; 

 
·  

  

  

  

 
·  

  

  

  

 
use the associative and commutative properties of   

addition and multiplication and the distributive property   

of multiplication over addition to simplify computations   

with integers, fractions, and decimals; 

 
understand and use the inverse relationships of addition   

and subtraction, multiplication and division, and squaring   

and finding square roots to simplify computations and   

solve problems; 

 
·  develop an understanding of large numbers, and   

  recognize and appropriately use exponential, scientific,   

 
Compute fluently and make reasonable estimates 

  and calculator notation; 

 
·  use factors, multiples, prime factorization, and relative   

  prime numbers to solve problems; 

 
·  Develop meaning for integers, and represent and   

·  

  

  

  

  

select appropriate methods and tools for computing   

with fractions and decimals from among mental   

calculation, estimation, calculators or computers, and   

paper and pencil, depending on the situation, and apply   

the selected methods; 

  compare quantities with them. ·  develop and analyze algorithms for computing with   

  fractions, decimals, and integers, and develop fluency   

  in their use; 

 
·  develop and use strategies to estimate the results   

  of rational-number computations, and judge the   

  reasonableness of the results; 

 
·  Develop, analyze, and explain methods for solving   

  problems involving proportions, such as scaling and   

  finding equivalent ratios. 
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The Banking on Our Future lessons and modules have been aligned with the Curriculum Standards   

for Social Studies compiled by the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS Bulletin 89).   

 
standards covered in this curriculum may include the following: 

 
Ia. compare similarities and differences in the ways groups,  

societies, and cultures meet human needs and concerns; 

 
IIf. use knowledge of facts and concepts drawn from  

history, along with methods of historical inquiry, to inform  

decision-making about and action-taking on public issues; 

 
IIIg. describe how people create places that reflect ideas,  

personality, culture, and wants and needs as they design  

homes, playgrounds, classrooms, and the like; 

 
IIIj. analyze and evaluate social and economic effects  

of environmental changes and crises resulting from  

phenomena such as floods, storms, and drought; 

 
IIIk. propose, compare, and evaluate alternative policies  

for the use of land and other resources in communities,  

regions, nations, and the world; 

 
IVd. relate such factors as physical endowment and  

capabilities, learning, motivation, personality, perception,  

and behavior to individual development; 

 
IVe. identify and describe ways regional, ethnic, and  

national cultures influence the individual’s daily life and  

personal choices; 

 
IVg. identify and interpret examples of stereotyping,  

conformity, and altruism; 

 
IVh. work independently and cooperatively to   

accomplish goals; 

 
Vc. describe the various forms institutions take, and explain  

how they develop and change over time; 

 
Vf. describe the role of institutions in furthering both  

continuity and change; 

 
Vg. apply knowledge of how groups and institutions work  

to meet individual needs and promote the common good;  

 
VIa. examine persistent issues involving the rights, roles, and  

status of the individual in relation to the general welfare; 

 
VIg. describe and analyze the role of technology in  

communications, transportation, information-processing,  

weapons development, or other areas as it contributes to   

or helps resolve conflicts; 

 
VIId. describe a range of examples of the various institutions  

that make up economic systems such as households,  

business firms, banks, government agencies, labor unions,  

and corporations; 

 
VIIf. explain and illustrate how values and beliefs influence  

different economic decisions; 

 
VIIg. differentiate among various forms of exchange   

and money; 

 
X. identify and practice selected forms of civic discussion  

and participation consistent with the ideals of citizens in a  

democratic republic. 
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module objectives: 

1. Students will define and understand dignity in their own 

culture as well as in others. 

 
2. Students will learn and understand the dignity principles. 

 
3. Students will use their five senses to understand how 

dignity relates to them individually. 

 
4. Students will learn and understand the dignity project. 

 
concepts covered: 

The Definition of Dignity 

Global Dignity — crossing cultural boundaries 

The Dignity Principles 

Five Senses of Dignity 

The ABCs of Dignity 

 
 
 

 

module 1: 

a course in dignity 
classroom preparation: 

Each classroom should be equipped with the following: 

White or black board and/or flip charts 

Markers or chalk 

 
Students should have access to the following for their teaching session: 

Paper or Dignity Student Worksheet 

Pen or pencil 
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A Course in Dignity is global curriculum for teaching  

youth the fundamentals of dignity in society, as well as in  

their daily lives. Working with children from all over the  

world, we wish to instill and inspire a new, more positive,  

inclusive, and interconnected value proposition for their  

lives as they grow into adulthood. 

 
The goal of  “A Course in Dignity” is to provide  

volunteers, educators, mentors, and individuals with the  

tools necessary to empower youth to understand the  

importance of living a dignified life and how to make it  

happen in their life and the life of others. 
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5 min 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 min 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

introduction  

 
  Introduce yourself and let the students know why you are there. Share with them some information about yourself such    

  as your background and what you do for a living. 

 
  Then ask each student their name and ask them to share one thing that is important to them. Ask them to write down     

  that one thing. (encourage students to use the space provided on the student worksheet)  

 

 

lesson 1: what does dignity mean to you?  

 
The objective of Lesson 1 is for the students to define and understand dignity in their own culture  

as well as in others. 

 
  Utilizing the brain map exercise, pose the following question to the students: What is dignity? 

 
  Ask the students how they would describe or define dignity and to write down what their meaning of dignity is. If the     

    students are having difficulty, give them one example of someone who you believe is living a dignified life and ask them    

  to give you an adjective that describes how that person feels. 

 
  Next, ask the students if what they have described relates only to one culture. If a student answers yes, ask them to   

 
  

  explain why. If a student answers no, ask the group of students if they agree and let them know that you would like to     

  invite them to join you in exploring global dignity. 

 
  Start by sharing your own culture’s definition of dignity and then ask the students to select a culture and provide the   

 
  

  definition. Ask the students to tell you what they found as the common thread of dignity in the multicultural definitions     

  (see student worksheet). 
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a course in dignity  

 
Begin by asking students what they think about dignity. This should be a discussion that you lead. 

 
Draw a brain map on the board to illustrate how the  

conversation progresses. Start with a central bubble in   

the middle (what is dignity?) with lines and bubbles   

leading out from it including other concepts and ideas   

we will cover in the discussion.  

 
you can ask prompts such as: 

 
  What is dignity? 

 
  Describe their meaning of dignity? 

 
  What are some examples of dignity? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
notes: 

 
What is 

dignity? 

 
  Does dignity relate only to one culture? 

 
  How does dignity affect you in life? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOPE Corps volunteer tip: There is no right or wrong answer. Try to encourage students to come up with examples     

of experiences that they have had with dignity. 
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5 min 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

lesson 2: the dignity principles  

 
The objective of Lesson 2 is for the students to learn and understand the dignity principles.  

 
  Write down the dignity principles on a board or refer to   

  the student worksheet. 

 
  Share that now that they understand the core definition   

  of dignity in their life and in cultures across the world, it   

  is now time to look at putting the concept of dignity into   

  action using the dignity principles. 

 
 

5 min 

 
  Go through each dignity principle and ask if they have   

  any questions and ask volunteers to give an example of a   

  principle in their own life. 

 
1.  Every human being has a right to lead a dignified life.  

2. A dignified life means an opportunity to fulfill one’s     

  potential, which is based on having a human level of     

  health care, education, income and security.  

 
3. Dignity means having the freedom to make decisions on   

  one’s life and to be met with respect for this right.  

4. Dignity should be the basic guiding principle for all actions.  

5. Ultimately, our own dignity is interdependent with the   

  dignity of others. 

 
 

 
10 min 

 

 

lesson 3: five senses of dignity  

 
The objective of Lesson 3 is for the students to use their five senses to understand how dignity  

relates to them individually. 

 
  Begin this section by asking the students to find a fixed   

 
  Start with sight and ask the students to take five minutes   

  

  

  

  

object in the room and stare at it. Then clasp their hands   

together. Then take a deep breath through their nose.   

Then swallow. Then listen. Pause after you say listen for   

five seconds and let the students sit in silence. 

  to draw a picture of a person who is living a dignified    

  life, and living by the dignity principles. At the end of     

  five minutes, ask the students to envision what they     

    hear in this picture and to write down the sounds.   

 
  Now share with the students that all five senses should   

  be used to make dignity a reality in their lives and in the   

  lives of others. 

    Then ask them to write down what they would smell.    

  Continue by asking them to write down how this   

  person feels physically at that moment. Then ask   

  them to write down what taste this person would   

  have in their mouth. (utilize the space provided on   

  the student worksheet.) 

 
 

5 min 

 
 
 
 

 
5 min 
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  Answer any questions that the students may have. 

 
  Ask for a few students to volunteer to share the full     

  description of the five senses picture of dignity. 

 
  As you conclude this section, ask the students to   

  refer back to the one thing that they described as   

  very important to them in the beginning of   

  the lesson. 

 
 

 
teen classroom guide 

 
  Commend all students for a job well done!  

 
 
 
 
 

  Ask them to think about if and how this important thing   

  can help them live a life based on the dignity principles.  
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10 min 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

lesson 4: the abc’s of living with dignity  

 
The objective of Lesson 4 is for the students to learn and understand the Dignity Project. 

 
  Go through each letter of the alphabet and assign a     

  letter to each student. Continue to go around the room   

  until each letter is assigned. 

 
  Give praise and kudos to your students for a job   

  well done.  

 
  Start with “A” and ask the student to give you an   

 
  

  example of dignity beginning with that letter. Continue at   

  a swift pass until you reach the end of the alphabet. 

 
Examples: 

 
 

A   

B   

C   

D   

E   

F    

G   

H   

I    

J    

K   

L   

M  

 

 
Accept differences 

 
Be kind 

 
Count your blessings 

 
Dream 

 
Express thanks 

 
Forgive 

 
Give freely 

 
Harm no one 

 
Imagine more 

 
Jettison Anger 

 
Keep confidences 

 
Love truly 

 
Master something 

 
 

 N  

 O  

 P  

 Q  

 R  

 S  

 T  

 U  

 V  

 W  

 X  

 Y  

 Z   

 

 
Nurture HOPE 

 
Open your mind 

 
Pack lightly 

 
Quell rumors 

 
Reciprocate 

 
Seek wisdom 

 
Touch hearts  

 
Understand 

 
Value truth 

 
Win graciously 

 
Xeriscape 

 
Yearn for peace 

 
Zealously support a worthy cause 

 
 
 
 

5 min 

 
 
 

conclusion 
 

  Thank the students for letting you speak with them today. 

 
  Go around the room and ask the students how they are going to start living a dignified life. How are they going  

  to apply the knowledge that they learned today?  
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name 
 
 
 

a course in dignity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. What is one thing that is important to you?  

 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
2. How would you describe or define dignity in your own words? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

dignity principles 
 
 

How will you apply the 

principles to your life? 

1.  Every human being has a right to lead a dignified life. 

 
2.  A dignified life means an opportunity to fulfill one’s potential, which is   

  based on having a human level of health care, education, income,   

  and security. 

 
3.  Dignity means having the freedom to make decisions on one’s life   

  and to be met with respect for this right. 

 
4. Dignity should be the basic guiding principle for all actions. 

 
5.  Ultimately, our own dignity is interdependent with the dignity of others. 
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name 
 
 
 

a course in dignity 
 
 

 

five senses of dignity 
 

Using the five senses, 

what would a person 

living a dignified life see? 

Smell? Taste? 

Hear? Touch? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the abc’s of living with dignity 
 
 

A  

B   

C  

D  

E   

F   

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 N  

 O  

 P  

 Q  

 R  

 S  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

G  

H  

I    

  

  

 T  

 U  

 V  

  

  

  

  

J    W 

K  

L   

 X  

 Y  

  

  

M     Z   
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using dignity in other BOOF lessons  

 
Module 2  

BASICS OF BANKING  

  Dignity allows you to know you have the right to the best resources of banking and financial services. 

 
Module 3  

CHECKING AND SAVINGS  

  Dignity provides you with the sense of responsibility and discipline in managing your personal finances.  

  If you have dignity, you won’t spend money you don’t have or cause overdrafts to your accounts. 

 
Module 4  

POWER OF CREDIT  

  Dignity means keeping your promise to pay your bills on time, thus maintaining a good credit rating.  

  Dignity allows you to make appropriate choices as to when to use credit. 

 
Module 5  

BASIC INVESTMENTS  

  Dignity influences the types of investments you participate in.  

  Dignity gives you the confidence to do your research and gain knowledge prior to making the investment. 

 
 

 
HOPE Corps volunteer tip: Try to incorporate not only these ideas throughout the modules but also include your   

  own ideas. 
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definitions of dignity 
 

world dignity forum 

What do we mean by dignity? Dignity is a universal human  

concern. Its moral agenda is to attempt a dual evolution of  

the individual community, on the one hand, and the social  

formation, on the other. In terms of the individual or the  

collective it assigns equal worth to all, without any distinction  

of color, race, caste, gender, ethnicity, ability/disability,  

or language. It is intrinsically valuable and is hence non- 

negotiable. Dignity must be deployed as a moral concept,  

in order to measure the degree of decency of a civilization.  

The concept of dignity is therefore aimed at regulating the  

protocols that may undermine the socio-economic basis of  

dignity. Dignity is further linked to the concept of autonomy,  

defined in terms of freedom that an individual seeks from  

multiple structures of domination. Backed by a framework of  

rights, dignity creates a sense of self-respect, which can be  

reflected in demeanor and body language. 

 
Dignity for all these perceived ‘others’ is central to our  

endeavor. Self-perception lie at the very heart of dignity,  

and they must be combined with a recovery of truly  

democratic state. Employment, education, health, freedom  

from hunger, guaranteed livelihood, social security and  

related economic and social rights are crucial in ensuring  

a dignified existence to all human beings. A perspective  

from the subalterns and the marginal is also important for  

ensuing minimum conditions for dignity. Dignity means  

freedom to live in peace, health and hope.  
  

Source - © 2006 WORLD DIGNITY FORUM 

 

 
swiss  

“Switzerland is convinced that peace and development  

can only be sustained if the international community is  

founded on freedom, democracy, and respect for human  

rights. Human dignity is our most precious asset. It  

must be defended at all times and in all places. We will  

champion this conviction at the UN to the full and without  

concessions. For as long as men and women are exploited,  

children are mistreated, and the death penalty is carried  

out, Switzerland will do everything within its power to  

defend human dignity.”  
  

Statement by H.E. Federal Councillor Joseph Deiss, Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of Switzerland, New York, 13 September 2002 

 
turkish 

“Saygınlık”  
  

Human dignity includes personal qualities such as  

consideration, empathy, humaneness, kindness, respectful-  

ness, trust, and it can be reflected in safeguarding the  

individual’s right of privacy, and in treating others with  

respect, regardless of background.  
  

Source - Nermin Ersoy, Ph.D. , Insaf Altun, MSN. 

Kocaeli University Medical School , Dept Medical Ethics & 

Medical History, 41900 Derince, Kocaeli, TURKEY 

Email: ersoyneti.ato.org.tr 

Eubios Journal of Asian and International Bioethics 8 (1998), 

72-75. 

 

 
hindu  

What is dignity? Reverence for life. Whatever we purchase  

should have helped to promote national wealth, create  

local employment and use local raw material. Free from  

corruption and exploitation, the process of production and  

distribution itself should have helped self-reliance. Gandhiji  

demonstrated that dignity lies not in what one wears but in  

self-reliance.   
  

Source - Kulandhaisamy, The Hindu, India’s National Newsletter, 

April 15, 2000 

 

 
western  

Pronunciation: ‘dig-n&-tE  
  

Etymology: Middle English dignete, from Old French  

digneté, from Latin dignitat-, dignitas, from dignus 

 
1:  the quality or state of being worthy, honored,   

  or esteemed  

2: a high rank, office, or position 

b a legal title of nobility or honor  

3: archaic : DIGNITARY  

4: formal reserve or seriousness of manner, appearance,   

  or language  
  

Source - Merriam - Webster dictionary 
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buddhism 

According to the Buddhism Society, for Buddhism the  

innate dignity of human beings does not stem from our  

relationship to an all-mighty God or our endowment with  

an immortal soul. It stems, rather, from the exalted place   

of human life in the broad expanse of sentient existence.  

Far from reducing human beings to children of chance,   

the Buddha teaches that the human realm is a very special  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
muslim  

Human Dignity is an important theme of Islam; it runs  

throughout all its teachings. Dignity according to Islam is:  

Izzah (honor), Karamah (nobility), Qeemah (value), Shraf  

(distinction) Fadilah (virtue).   
  

Dignity according to Islam is:  
  

  To know yourself; To know your real worth and value;   

realm standing squarely at the spiritual center of the  

cosmos. What makes human life so special is that human  

beings have a capacity for moral choice that is not shared  

  

  

  

To know your position in the creation of Allah; know your   

role on this earth; To know your responsibilities towards   

yourself; your family; to other human beings and to the   

by other types of beings. Though this capacity is inevitably  

subject to limiting conditions, we always possess, in the  

immediate present, a margin of inner freedom that allows  

us to change ourselves and hereby to change the world.  
  

Source - Buddhist Publication Society Newsletter cover essay 

#38 (1st mailing, 1998) 

Copyright © 1998 Buddhist Publication Society 

 

 
chinese  

Chinese Pinyin: zun1 yan2  

 
The Chinese definition of human is “one with a heart   

disposed to kindness”.  
  

Underlying the non-discrimination principles to which  

China has bound itself under international human rights  

law, lies the pre-eminent value of human dignity. Human  

rights law, and legislation building on it, recognizes that  

it is dignity that persons are denied if their ability to  

either develop their competence, or to achieve the social  

and economic rewards of work and job promotion, are  

systematically disadvantaged.    
  

Source - Paper presentation ICAS 20-25 August 2005, Shanghai 

  world at large.  
  

  Dignity is in moral excellence; Giving rather than taking;   

  Justice not injustice; Love, not hate, Faith in Îmân (faith),   

  not in Kufr and faithlessness.  

 
Islam stands for human dignity and honor and gives a very  

universal and comprehensive concept of dignity. It tells us  

that we must recognize our own worth and value, we must   

not lose this worth and value. It is a very precious gift of  

Allah. We must guard it. It tells us that we can increase our  

worth and value and we can lose it too. It teaches us the  

ways to increase our honor. It also tells us that we must  

promote dignity and honor among all people in the world.   

 

 
judaism  

Jewish Tradition understands human beings to be b’tzelem  

Elohim, made in the divine image. Humiliating a person  

denigrates the Divine Presence in the world, so Jewish  

tradition emphasizes the importance of k’vod hab’rioyt,  

honoring each individual and protecting people’s dignity.  

Judaism has long recognized that dignity depends in  

part upon sufficient food, clothing and shelter, as well  

as honorable work. If someone is living in dehumanizing  

conditions, then immediate tzedaka is needed. The   

way tzedaka is given should help people to preserve   

their dignity.  
  

Source - (From A Guide to Jewish Practice: Tzedaka, pp. 16-17, 

Dr. David A. Teutsch, Reconstructionist Rabbinical College Press, 

2005, http://www.rrc.edu.) 
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module objectives: 

In this module, students are introduced to the concept that money 

is earned and used to buy things. Students are also introduced to 

the basic concepts of banks and banking and how to keep a budget. 

 
At the end of this module, your students will be able to: 

Explain the basics of banking and money. 

Explain the differences between credit unions and banks. 

Distinguish between earned and gifted money. 

Distinguish between needs and wants. 

Explain what a budget is. 

Explain how to use a budget. 

Explain the difference between a fixed expense and 

a variable expense. 

Explain how to be a smart shopper. 

 
concepts to cover: 

This module will teach basic concepts about money, including 

where it comes from and how it’s used, and how banks work; 

the module will also cover the importance of budgeting and 

smart shopping. 

module 2: 

basics of banking 
 
 
 
 
 

math standards covered in this module include: 

work flexibly with fractions, decimals, and percents to solve problems · understand the meaning and effects of arithmetic 

operations with fractions, decimals and integers · select appropriate methods and tools for computing with fractions and 

decimals from among mental calculation, estimation, calculators or computers, and paper and pencil, depending on the 

situation, and apply the selected method 

 
social studies standards covered in this module include: 

IIf. use knowledge of facts and concepts drawn from history, along with methods of historical inquiry, to inform decision-making 

about and action-taking on public issues; IIIg. describe how people create places that reflect ideas, personality, culture, and wants 

and needs as they design homes, playgrounds, classrooms, and the like; IIIj. analyze and evaluate social and economic effects of 

environmental changes and crises resulting from phenomena such as floods, storms, and drought; IVh. Work independently and 

cooperatively to accomplish goals; Vc. describe the various forms institutions take, and explain how they develop and change over 

time; Vg. apply knowledge of how groups and institutions work to meet individual needs and promote the common good; VIa. 

examine persistent issues involving the rights, roles, and status of the individual in relation to the general welfare; VIId. describe a 

range of examples of the various institutions that make up economic systems, such as households, business firms, banks, govern- 

ment agencies, labor unions, and corporations; VIIf. explain and illustrate how values and beliefs influence different economic 

decisions; VIIg. differentiate among various forms of exchange and money; X. identify and practice selected forms of civic 

discussion and participation consistent with the ideals of citizens in a democratic republic. 
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vocabulary words: 

 
bank 

A place where you can deposit money to keep it safe, borrow  

money, and invest money. 

 
budget 

The person takes his gains, like his salary, and subtracts  

his expenses, coming up with a plan that allows him to  

determine his ability to purchase things. 

 
credit union 

Similar to a bank, a credit union is a non-profit organization  

that serves a specific group of people. 

 
fixed expense 

An item on your budget that remains the same every  

month, such as the cost of rent or a house payment. 

 
money 

A specific currency issued by each country that people  

exchange for goods or services.  

 
barter 

A way to trade a good for another good without using  

money (such as trading corn for a cow).  

 
income 

Salary or money that is received by an individual as  

payment for the completion of job. 

 
need 

Something that you need to buy or have in order to survive,  

such as food, housing, and transportation. 

 
variable expense 

An item on your budget that changes every month, such as  

expenses for movies or entertainment. 

 
want  

Something that you want to buy or own, but you don’t need  

for your survival. 
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lesson: basics of banking  

 
Begin by asking students what they think about money. This should be a discussion that you lead. 

 
Draw a brain map on the board to illustrate how the  

conversation progresses. Start with a central bubble in the  

middle (What is money?) with lines and bubbles leading  

out from it. Include other concepts and ideas you will cover  

in the discussion.  

 
you can ask prompts such as: 

 
  What is money? 

 
  What did people use before money? Explain bartering. 

 
  Where does money come from? Explain that the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
notes: 

 
What is 

money? 

government prints money through the treasury. 

 
  Why do we need it? 

 
  How do you feel about it? 

 
  What was the last thing you bought?  

 
  What was the last thing your mom or dad bought? 

 
  Why did you buy it? 

 
  How did you get the money to buy it? 

 
  Was the item you purchased a want or a need? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HOPE Corps volunteer tip: If students offer an answer that isn’t quite right, try to lead them in the right   

  direction through prompts. 
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From here, distinguish between a want and a need. Give them examples of each. For instance, a bus  

pass is a need because people need it to go to school or work, while a new video game is a want  

because students don’t need it to survive. Have students brainstorm about the two words, and write  

their concepts on the board.  

 
you can approach this in a number of ways, including: 

 
  Write down each student’s purchase on the board, and   

  after you’ve discussed it, decide whether it is a want or a   

  need. Label W or N next to each item. 

 
  Have students break up into groups of 3 or 4 to decide   

 
  You can also talk about how some needs, such as being   

  loved or having friends and family, cannot be bought,   

  and other needs, such as food and shelter, can. 

 
  Have students break up into small groups. Provide them   

  whether each item is a want or need. Visit each group   

  to discuss and make sure that they’re on the right track. 

 
  Have students add up whether the majority of things that  

  they’ve bought have been wants or needs. Talk about how  

  

  

  

  

with old magazines or newspapers. Have them cut out   

different pictures or words and glue/tape these words or   

images onto separate pieces of papers. One paper should  

be labeled want, and one should be labeled need.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

their needs are provided for. Make a list of all the items   

that are needs in their lives (These should include things   

like a house or apartment/somewhere to live; food; water;   

transportation; safety (such as through having insurance   

or having an emergency preparedness kit). When talking  

about the emergency preparedness kit, mention BOOF’s   

Emergency Financial First Aid Kit (EFFAK), which helps  

to organize and file key financial records, legal documents,  

and household files in case there’s an emergency. 

 
 
 

 
want: mp3 player 

After this, discuss how we get money. Distinguish between  

money that you earn and money that you are given, such  

as a gift. You can also discuss money that students’ parents  

get through credit cards or a loan to purchase big-ticket  

items, such as cars and homes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

need: health insurance 
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HOPE Corps volunteer worksheet: 

 
answer key: 

 
  

1. Circle all of the money that Gabe was given as a gift. What is the total amount of   

money that was a gift?   

Circle: Birthday check from Grandma Kay $20.00; Birthday check from Auntie Ella   

$15.00. Total gifted money: $35.00 

 
  

2. Underline all of the money that Gabe earned. What was the total amount of money   

that Gabe earned from working?   

Underline: Money for cleaning the garage $10.00; Money for walking my little sister   

to soccer practice for 1 week $5.50; Money for washing my dad’s car $5.00; Money   

for planting my grandma’s flower garden $7.00. Total earned money: $27.50 

 
  

3. How much is the total of gifted and earned money?   

$62.50 

 
  

4. What does it mean to earn money?   

Earned money is money that you make by completing a job or a task for someone.  

 
  

Birthday check from Grandma Kay  

$20.00 

 
Money for cleaning the garage  

$10.00 

 
Money for walking my little sister   

to soccer practice for 1 week   

$5.50 

 
Money for washing my dad’s car  

$5.00 

 
Birthday check from Auntie Ella  

$15.00 

 
Money for planting my   

grandma’s flower garden   

$7.00 

 
  

5. Have you ever earned money? What did you do to get this money?   

Answers will vary…. 

 
  

6. Gabe wants to buy a new video game with the money he earned and was given for  

 his birthday. It costs $31.29, including tax. Gabe wants to put the rest of the money in   

the bank. After he buys the video game, how much money will he have left?   

$31.21 

 
  

7. Can you think of other ways that you can earn money? Write these ways down.   

Answers will vary. May include: babysitting; doing chores for mom or dad, weeding   

garden, running errands, cleaning house, walking dog, washing car, helping parents,   

mowing lawn, etc. 

 
 
 
 

HOPE Corps volunteer tip: You can’t be everywhere at once. Encourage your students to discuss a problem   

  as a group to see if they can determine the answer themselves. 

 
 
 

 
22 

 
 
 

 
teen classroom guide 

 
 
 

 
www.banking on our future.org



 
 

 
 

 
name 

 
Hi, I’m Gabe, and I need 

some help figuring out my 

money. Take a look at the 

amounts below and help me 

sort it and add it up. 

 
1. Circle all of the money that Gabe was given as a gift.   

What is the total amount of money that was a gift? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Underline all of the money that Gabe earned. What was the total amount of money that Gabe  

earned from working? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How much is the total of gifted and earned money? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What does it mean to earn money? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Have you ever earned money? What did you do to get this money? 

 
Birthday check from Grandma Kay  

$20.00 

 
Money for cleaning the garage  

$10.00 

 
Money for walking my little sister   

6. Gabe wants to buy a new video game. It costs $31.29, including tax. Gabe wants   

to put the rest of the money in the bank. After he buys the video game, how much   

money will he have left? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Can you think of other ways that you can earn money? Write these ways down.  

to soccer practice for 1 week   

$5.50 

 
Money for washing my dad’s car  

$5.00 

 
Birthday check from Auntie Ella  

$15.00 

 
Money for planting my   

grandma’s flower garden   

$7.00 
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game: learn it and earn it! 
 

Have students split up into groups of 4 to 5. Explain that by answering a question correctly, each  

team will get to draw an “Earn It!” card from the pile that you’re holding. The questions are  

drawn from material that they’ve learned in the lesson that day.  

 
questions: 

 
  

1. What is a bank?   

A place where you can deposit money to keep it safe,  

borrow money, and invest money. 

 
  

2. What type of institution is similar to a bank but is a non- 

profit that serves a specific group of people?   

Credit union 

 
  

3. What does bartering mean?   

Exchanging one good for another 

 
  

4. Where does money come from?   

The government prints and regulates it. 

 
  

5. You got a check from your dad for your birthday. Is this  

money a gift or money that you earned?   

 
  

7. Uh-oh! Your dog dug a hole in your neighbor’s yard.  

You have to pay him ten dollars from the money that you  

earned for mowing those lawns. If you earned $20, how  

much money do you have left after paying him?   

$10.00 

 
  

8. Say that you really want to see a new summer superhero  

movie. Is this a want or a need?   

Want 

 
  

9. Your sister has to get eyeglasses. Is this a want or a need?   

Need 

 
  

10. Your father said that if you earned fifty dollars, he would  

contribute an equal amount of money towards buying a  

bike. How much money is your dad going to contribute?  

$50.00 

Gift 

  

  

6. Say that you mowed four lawns in your neighborhood. Each  

person paid you $5 for each lawn. How much did you earn?   

$20.00 

11. The bike costs $300.00. How much more money do you  

need to earn, after the $50 you earned and the money that  

your dad contributed?   

$200.00 
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Hi, I’m Joy. Whenever 

you’re playing a game, 

encourage your students to 

have good sportsmanship! 

 
 

  

12. You agree to help your little sister with her homework to  

earn the rest of the money for the bike. You need $200.00  

more. Your mom will give you $5.00 for every hour that you  

help your sister. How many hours will you need to work to  

make the $200.00?   

40 hours 

 
  

13. Your friend has to go to the doctor because he has an  

ear infection. Is this a want or a need?   

Need 

 
  

14. You will use your bicycle to get back and forth to school.  

Is the bike a want or a need? Explain.   

Need. You need your bike for transportation to school, just  

like people need a bus pass or a car to get to work. 

 
  

15. Your big sister doesn’t want to open a bank account. She  

says she’ll save her money in a bag under her bed instead.  

Explain why this isn’t a good idea.   

Her money could be lost or stolen, or the dog might   

eat it. You can also explain that it is harder to save   

your money when it’s under your bed because you’ll be  

tempted to spend it.  
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“learn it and earn it!” game cards 
 

Cards should be cut out so there are 15 separate cards to match the 15 questions. You can stack  

them on a chair beside you, or hand one to a student when he or she comes up to get one after  

answering a question correctly. 

 
After all of the cards have been picked, have students tally the amount of money that they’ve earned. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You find a wallet in the 

street and return it. The 

owner of the wallet gives 

you a reward of $20.00! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your uncle sends you 

$20.00 as a gift. Add it to 

your money! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You win a raffle at your 

school and earn a $40.00 

dinner gift certificate. 

Add this to your earnings! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You babysit for your 

cousin. Your aunt pays 

you $10.00! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You walk your mom’s dog 

for three days and earn 

$15.00! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Time for your weekly 

allowance! Add $8.00 

to your total. 
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Your savings account 

earns $2.00 in interest. 

Add it to your earnings! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy Birthday! Your 

mom gives you $20.00! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
More lawns to mow! You 

earn $24.50 for all of 

your work! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The CD that you bought 

is defective. You take 

it back and get a refund 

of $16.23! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You weed your 

grandma’s garden. 

She gives you $10.00! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Way to help around the 

house! After vacuuming 

and dusting, you earn 

yourself $8.50! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You help your elderly 

neighbor go grocery 

shopping. She gives you 

$5.00 for helping her! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Holidays! Your 

family gives you $40.00! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You wash and fold all of 

the laundry! Your mom 

gives you $5.00! 
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lesson: budgeting & shopping 
 

From here, transition into the budget portion of the lesson by asking students what they know  

about the word “budget.”  

 
Draw a brain map on the board to illustrate how the  

conversation progresses. Start with a central bubble in the  

middle (What is a budget?) with lines and bubbles leading  

out from it. Include other concepts and ideas you will cover  

in the discussion.  

 
Write words or phrases on the board that help to clarify  

their ideas about what a budget is.  

 
make sure to include the following points: 

 
  Why is it smart to keep a budget? 

 
  What kinds of things do you put on a budget? 

 
  What is a fixed expense? 

 
  What is a variable expense? 

 
  How can you tighten up your budget? 

 
After this short introductory discussion, go immediately  

into playing the game. 

 
What is a 

budget? 
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game: budgeting & shopping 
 

objective: 

 
Write down each of these pieces of information to 

compile a budget: 

To have the students identify cost of living, expenses,  

income, and other necessary items to compile a budget.  

Once they have done this exercise as a class, have them  

1. Income (either take home income or before taxes, be sure  

to specify) 

figure out budgets for different age groups. Split them  

into teams of a few individuals to identify costs of living at  

age 15, 25, 40, 65, and 80. Add children into the picture,  

apartment rentals, mortgage payments, car, heat, lights,  

water, etc… 

 
materials: 

 
Chalk board or white board, paper, pens/pencils,  

 
2. Expenses?  

  a.  Rent/mortgage  

  b.  Car  

  c.  Heat  

  d. Lights  

  e.  Food  

  f.  Cell phone  

 

 
g. Telephone  

h. Clothing  

i.  Cable  

j.  Insurance (if not provided   

  within paycheck)  

k. Miscellaneous 

worksheets (provided).   Approximate cost per month of each of the expenses   

  that they have brainstormed 

steps to game: 

  How much money they have left 

As a class, have the students brainstorm what it takes to  

run their households. Although their parent/guardian takes  

care of these bills and expenses, the students should know  

what it costs and how important it is to keep a budget.  

  How they can save money (get rid of car and take public   

  transportation, lower minutes on cell phone, etc…) 

 
  Differentiate between a want and a need. Have the   

  students put N next to a need and W next to a want.   

  For those that they are unsure of, put both letters. 

 
  Discuss the budget and how they can improve upon   

  their findings. Make sure that the students understand   

  the importance of keeping a budget. 

 
Once this exercise is finished, have the students make  

budgets for an individual at different stages in life. Split the  

classroom into teams, and give each team an age specific  

individual and a small background of the individual (ie: 25  

year old college graduate working as a car salesman, 85  

year old retired man). This will allow them to get creative  

in determining income and expenses. Each team would  

need to determine the budget for the individual that they  

are assigned. The most accurate budget will win the  

competition. Have each team present their budget to the  

class and vote on accuracy. 

lesson learned: 

 
The students should have learned the importance of keeping a budget and the amount of money that  

it costs to run a simple household. They should also know how to determine the difference between  

things that they want and things that they need. This lesson is extremely important as a real life example. 
 
 

32 

 
 
teen classroom guide 

 
 
www.banking on our future.org



 
 

 
 

 
name 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

make your budget 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
expenses: 

 
You are an 18-year-old high school graduate who makes  

 
Rent  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
$1000.00 per month 

about $15,000.00 dollars per year working as a cashier at  

Stop & Shop. Make your money work for you below. Figure  

 
Food bill    

 
  

 
  

 
$200.00 per month 

out which bills you need to pay and which bills can be  

eliminated. You must find ways to save money in order to  

 
Bills (heat, electricity, water)   

 
$200.00 per month 

make your budget work for you. If you eliminate any of   

the expenses below, you have to give an alternative for it.  

 
Figure out how much money you make per month. 

Cell phone  

 
Car payment  

 
Car insurance  

  

 
  

 
  

  

 
  

 
  

$50.00 per month 

 
$150.00 per month 

 
$75.00 per month 

 
Entertainment      

(out to dinner, movies) 

 
  

 
$150.00 per month  

Figure out what your expense total is per month. 
 
Clothes    

 
  

 
  

 
$200.00 per month 

 
Gym membership    

 
  

 
$50.00 per month 

 
Miscellaneous  

 
  

 
  

 
$50.00 per month 
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After finishing this game, ask students if they like to go shopping. Let students take turns for   

a minute or so, talking about what they like to go shopping for.   

 
then ask them the following questions: 

 
  Do you buy the first thing you see? If not, why not?  

 
  Do you ever compare prices? 

 
  Do you ever buy things on sale? Do your parents buy things on sale? 

 
  Why do you buy things on sale? 

 
  What are other ways to be a smart shopper? 

 
  What hidden cost is added onto most items?   

  For example: sales tax (the sales tax in California is 8.25%) 
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As the last activity with your students, tell them that you’re going to divide the class into two  

teams. Have each team raise their hands when they know the answer to a question. Each team  

gets 50 points for each correct answer. 
 
 

questions: 

 
  

1. What’s one way to save money when you’re shopping?  

Answers could be any of the following: compare prices;  

buy items when they’re on sale; buy things in bulk; only buy  

what you need; use coupons 

 
  

2. What’s another way to save money when you’re shopping?  

Answers could be any of the following: compare prices;  

buy items when they’re on sale; buy things in bulk; only buy  

what you need; use coupons 

 
  

3. Is buying the cheapest item always the best idea?   

No. Sometimes cheap items will fall apart more quickly or  

not be of good quality, which would make you lose money  

in the long run. 

 
  

4. A CD player is on sale for 20% off its regular price. If the   

regular price is $100.00, how much will it be when it’s on sale?  

$80.00 

 
  

5. You decide to buy a new CD. It costs $17.00. The sales  

tax is 7.25%. How much will the CD cost with tax?   

$18.23 

6. Your mom uses a coupon that gives her $25.00 off of  

her groceries. If her groceries rang up to be $147.20, how  

much will they be after she uses her coupon?   

$122.20 

 
  

7. Your dad gets a coupon for the hardware store that   

gives him 10% off his purchase. If his purchase added up   

to $145.00, how much money will he get off of his bill?   

$14.50 

 
  

8. How much will the purchase be after he subtracts the  

10% savings from the $145.00 bill?   

$130.50 

 
  

9. You often buy a certain magazine. If you buy the  

magazine in the store it costs $3.00. How much will it   

cost if you buy it in the store 11 times a year?   

$33.00 

 
  

10. If you buy the magazine in the store, it costs $33.00   

to get it. If you subscribe to the magazine for 1 year, it   

costs only $14.99. How much money would you save if   

you subscribed to the magazine?   

$18.01 

 
 
 
 

After the game is finished and the scores are tallied, ask students to tell you what the most  

important lessons were that they learned about money.  

 
Ask them to describe anything that they learned that surprised them, or that they were   

confused by at first. This is a great time to review any information and thank students for   

being great learners. 
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module objectives: 

In this module, students will learn about checking and 

savings accounts. They will learn how these accounts 

function, how to access them, and how to keep track of 

the money that comes in and out of the accounts. 

 
At the end of this module, your students will be able to: 

Explain the difference between a checking account 

and a savings account. 

Explain what a check register is and how to balance it. 

Explain how to read a bank statement. 

Demonstrate how to use deposit and withdrawal slips. 

Demonstrate that they can compute the sum or difference 

of whole numbers and positive decimals to two places. 

 
concepts to cover: 

This module will teach basic concepts about checking 

accounts, savings accounts, and how each of these 

accounts operates. 

 
 
 

module 3: 

checking & 
savings 

 

 
math standards covered in this module include: 

work flexibly with fractions, decimals, and percents to solve problems · understand the meaning and effects of arithmetic 

operations with fractions, decimals and integers · select appropriate methods and tools for computing with fractions and decimals 

from among mental calculation, estimation, calculators or computers, and paper and pencil, depending on the situation, and apply 

the selected method 

 
social studies standards covered in this module include: 

IVh. work independently and cooperatively to accomplish goals; Vc. describe the various forms institutions take, and explain how 

they develop and change over time; Vf. describe the role of institutions in furthering both continuity and change; Vg. apply knowledge 

of how groups and institutions work to meet individual needs and promote the common good; VIg. describe and analyze the role 

of technology in communications, transportation, information-processing, weapons development, or other areas as it contributes 

to or helps resolve conflicts; VIId. describe a range of examples of the various institutions that make up economic systems, such 

as households, business firms, banks, government agencies, labor unions, and corporations; VIIf. explain and illustrate how values 

and beliefs influence different economic decisions; VIIg. differentiate among various forms of exchange and money; X. identify and 

practice selected forms of civic discussion and participation consistent with the ideals of citizens in a democratic republic. 
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vocabulary words: 

 
automated teller machine (ATM) 

A computerized electronic machine that performs basic  

banking functions (as in handling check deposits or issuing  

cash withdrawals).  

 
balance 

The amount of money remaining in one’s account at the  

end of the month, which should be equal to the value on  

the statement received from the financial institution. If  

there is a discrepancy, one must try to identify the issue. 

 
check 

An order written on a specified and approved paper to a  

banker to release funds to pay for a debt or purchase. 

 
check register 

Generally attached to the checkbook, a ledger where the  

person can keep track of expenses as they write their  

checks or use the ATM card or debit card.  

 
checking account 

A bank account against which the depositor can draw checks. 

 
debit  

An entry that is generally found on the left-hand side of an  

account indicating either an expense or a deduction from  

the total amount. 

 
debit card 

It looks like a credit card, but it acts like a check. That is, the  

money is automatically deducted from your account and  

thus, there is no monthly interest to pay. 

 
personal identification number (PIN) 

A code that is needed in order to get access to one’s  

account from the ATM (Automated Teller Machine). 

 
deposit 

To place money in a financial institution for safekeeping.  

 
deposit slip 

Piece of paper filled out especially for the purpose of  

depositing cash or checks in a financial institution. 

 
F.D.I.C. 

FDIC stands for the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation;  

if a bank is robbed, suffers a natural disaster, or goes  

through some other change that makes it impossible to pay  

the customer his or her money, the government, through  

the FDIC, will replace all the money that was damaged or  

stolen, up to $250,000 per customer. 

 
interest 

The amount of money that one pays for the money  

that was borrowed, or the amount of money that the  

financial institution pays the shareholder or customer for  

maintaining their money with said institution. 

 
monthly statement 

Financial ledger showing the income and expenses that a  

person or organization incurred during a set time. 

 
overdraft/bouncing a check 

To write a check for more than the balance that is   

in the account.  

 
return check 

A written check that a vendor cannot cash because of  

insufficient funds in the checking account of the individual  

that wrote it. 

 
savings 

The amount of money that one has left after all the  

necessary expenses have been taken care of and one has  

chosen to safeguard or keep.  

 
savings account 

An account (as in a bank) on which interest is usually paid  

and from which withdrawals can be made, usually only by  

presentation of a passbook or by written authorization on a  

prescribed form. 

 
 
 
props/supplies: 

· Checkbook with check register  

· Savings book  

· ATM/debit card  

· Worksheets 
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lesson: checking & savings 
 

Begin by holding up the checkbook. Ask students if they’ve ever seen one of these.  

 
Draw a brain map on the board to illustrate how the  

conversation progresses. Start with a central bubble in   

the middle (What is a checking account?) with lines and  

bubbles leading out from it. Include other concepts and  

ideas you will cover in the discussion.  

  

Lead a discussion about checkbooks that includes 

the following questions:: 

  

  What is this called? 

 
  Where does the money for the checks come from?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
notes: 

What is a 

checking 

account? 

  This should include both of the following ideas:   

  1. Checks are not free money;   

  2. Checks are linked to a checking account. 

 
  Is there another way to pay for items through your   

  checking account besides using a check? 

 
  Why is it smart to have a checking account?   

  Explain concept of FDIC. 

 
  What can you buy with checks? 

 
  What happens if you don’t have enough money in your   

  account to cover a check?  

  Bounced check/overdraft 

 
  How do people keep track of the money in   

  their checkbook?  

  Monthly statement/check register/balancing check book 

 
 
 
 

HOPE Corps volunteer tip: By using students’ everyday experiences, such as shopping with their family, teaching   

  financial concepts will be easier. 
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These discussions can happen all at once, or you can  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Worksheet with check deposit and check withdrawal slips. 

choose to use worksheets to break up the discussion.   

name 

you will use the following worksheets: 

 
  Worksheet with two blank checks. Students will use   

 
Once you receive instructions, fill out this sample withdrawal/deposit ticket. 

check withdrawal/deposit ticket 

  the worksheets to make out their own checks. It would   
BestBank 

Today’s Date 

WITHDRAWAL 

Customer Name (Please Print) 

CHECKING 

  probably be most helpful for the module instructor to   

  use an overhead transparency of the check worksheet.  
Sta rt  y o ur  a c c o u nt  n um b er  her e  

Customer Signature 

 
 

name 

TOTAL $ . 

 
Once you receive instructions, fill out these sample checks. 

BestBank DEPOSIT CHECKING 

Today’s Date 

checks 
Customer Nam e (Pl ease Print) 

Sign Here 

X 

CASH 

CHECK 

. 

. 

Craig Jones 

123 ThisPlace St. 

Anytown, CA 98765 

5600 

DATE 

Start your account number here 

CHECK 

SUBTOTAL 

TOTAL 
$ 

. 

. 

. 

PAY TO THE 

ORDER OF 
$ 

 
DOLLARS 

MEMO 
www.bankingonourfuture.org teen classroom guide 47 

123456789 123456789101112 5600 
SIGNATURE 

 
Craig Jones 

123 ThisPlace St. 

Anytown, CA 98765 

PAY TO THE 

ORDER OF 

 
 

 
$ 

 
5600 

DATE 

 
DOLLARS 

 
Help guide the students through the worksheets, offering  

as much help as necessary. Make sure to have extra copies  

of the worksheets in case students want to “write” more  
MEMO 

123456789 

 
123456789101112 

 
5600 

SIGNATURE than one check or withdraw or deposit more money. 

 
Depending on how quickly the students are grasping the  

45 teen classroom guide www.bankingonourfuture.org 

idea of check writing or using deposit/withdrawal slips,   

you can choose to do either or both of these worksheets   

  Worksheet with check registers that need to be completed.  as a teacher-led group activity, or students may do them  

individually. When completing each of these three work-  
name 

 
Once you receive instructions, fill out these sample check registers. 

check registers 

sheets (filling out check; filling out deposit slip; filling out  

withdrawal slip) emphasize what needs to be filled out,   

and what happens when you fill out each one of these  

CHECK 

NUMBER 

 
DATE  

 
TRANSACTION DESCRIPTION 

PAYMENT/  

DEBIT  

 
FEE 

DEP OSIT/  

CRED IT  

 
BALANCE 

slips/checks in real life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PAYMENT/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DEPOSIT/ 

NUMBER DATE  TRANSACTION DESCRIPTION DEBIT  FEE CRED IT  BALANCE 
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group activity: 
 

After the first three worksheets have been successfully completed, have students break up   

into five groups. Tell students that each group will pretend to be a family, and each “family”   

must balance their checkbook register.  

 
Give students a blank check register worksheet and one of the following family financial 

cards. Instruct students that they must use the financial facts reported on each card to balance  

their checkbook. 

 
answer key (family financial cards on opposite page): 

 
Bell family: $1942.06 

 
Garrett family: $2053.51 

 
Diaz family: $1902.23 

 
Anderson family: $2108.96 

 
Johnson family: $1742.44 

 

 
Date 

 

 
Description and Type of Expense Deposits ( + ) Withdrawals ( - ) 

 

 
Total 
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Bell Family 
Deposits: 

Paycheck: $3000.00  

 
 

 
Checks written: 

Check number 100  Groceries, $121.45  

Check number 101  Car Insurance, $60.51  

Check number 102  Gasoline, $40.02  

Check number 103  Shoes, $50.24  

Check number 104  Veterinarian bill, $85.72  

Check number 105  House payment, $700.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diaz Family 
Deposits: 

Paycheck: $3000.00 

 
 

 
Checks written: 

Check number 100  Groceries, $81.45  

Check number 101  Home Insurance, $100.00  

Check number 102  Gardening service, $50.75  

Check number 103  Pillows, $30.25  

Check number 104  Credit card bill, $185.32  

Check number 105  House payment, $650.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnson Family 
Deposits: 

Paycheck: $3000.00 

 
 

 
Checks written: 

Check number 100  Airplane ticket, $350.00  

Check number 101  Books, $45.32  

Check number 102  Soccer club fees, $40.00  

Check number 103  Groceries, $60.24  

Check number 104  Parking ticket payment, $20.00  

Check number 105  House payment, $742.00 

 
 
 
 
 

Garrett Family 
Deposits: 

Paycheck: $3000.00 

 
 

 
Checks written: 

Check number 100  Groceries, $50.24  

Check number 101  Health Insurance, $190.25  

Check number 102  Bus pass, $40.00  

Check number 103  Movie tickets, $36.00  

Check number 104  Dance classes, $80.00  

Check number 105  House payment, $550.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anderson Family 
Deposits: 

Paycheck: $3000.00 

 
 

 
Checks written: 

Check number 100  Groceries, $45.68  

Check number 101  Health Insurance, $87.51  

Check number 102  Train ticket, $100.40  

Check number 103  Magazine subscription $20.00  

Check number 104  Doctor bill, $40.00  

Check number 105  House payment, $597.45 
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lesson: ATM/debit card review 
 

As the last section of the checking section, you should briefly cover the ATM/debit card.  

 
Begin the section by asking something similar to “Does anyone know of a way to pay for things  

through your checking account without using a check or cash?”  

 
If no one has an answer, hold up a check card. Students may think that this is a credit card;.  

Explain to them that even though this looks like a credit card, this is called an ATM/debit card,  

and it’s used exactly how you would use a check.  

 
cover the following questions: 

 
  How is an ATM/debit card used? 

 
  What is a PIN number? Why is it important? 

 
  How can you access your account? 

 
  How do I use an ATM? 

 
You can also direct students to the online curriculum to do  

a cool ATM demo. 

After you’ve thoroughly covered the checking section (which  

will take up the majority of the class session), ask students  

if any of them have another kind of account—a savings  

account. Some of the students may have this type of account. 

 
If any of the students in your class do, please ask them to  

tell you why, when, and how they opened their accounts.  

You certainly shouldn’t ask them to volunteer information  

about how much money they have in their accounts. 

 
you can ask questions such as: 

 
  Were the bank people nice? 

 
  Who went with you to open the account? 

 
  Was it hard to open the account? 

 
  Do you like having a savings account 

 
  Etc. 
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From here, talk to students about the benefits of having   

a savings account.  

 
Explain to them that they can open a savings account  

with just a little bit of money, and the bank will actually  

pay them money called interest to keep their money in  

the bank. This means that their money will grow just by  

keeping it in the bank. 

 
Have students fill out a savings deposit slip as their   

last activity. 

 
 

name 

 
Once you receive instructions, fill out these sample deposit tickets. 

savings deposit tickets 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
notes: 

 
Best Ba nk  

T oda y’ s  Da t e  

 
WITHDRAWAL 

Customer Name (Please Print) 

 
Customer Signature 

Start your account number here 

 
 
 

BestBank 

Today’s Date 

Customer Nam e (Pl ease Print) 

TOTAL 

 
 
DEPOSIT 

$ . 

Sign Here 

X  
Start your account number here 

CASH 

CHECK 

CHECK 

SUBTOTAL 

. 

. 

. 

. 

TOTAL $ . 
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Finally before you leave class, ask students to raise their  

hands and tell you one thing that they’ve learned today.  

This will help students to get involved in a review discussion  

and will also be a quick, easy way to cover much of the  

material covered that day.  

 
If students don’t mention any important points by the end  

of the question and answer session, please include that  

information as well (“And who can remember what we call  

it when we don’t have enough money in our checking account  

to cover a check we write? That’s right! An overdraft!”). 
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name 
 
 
 
 

Once you receive instructions, fill out these sample checks. 
 
 

 

checks 
 
 
 
 
 

Craig Jones  

123 ThisPlace St.  

Anytown, CA 98765 

 
PAY TO THE  

ORDER OF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

$ 

 
 
 
 
 

5600 
 
 
 

DATE 

 
 
 
 

DOLLARS 

 
MEMO 

 
1 2 3 4 5 6789             1 2 3 4 5 6789 1 0 1 11 2       5600 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Craig Jones  

123 ThisPlace St.  

Anytown, CA 98765 

 
PAY TO THE  

ORDER OF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

$ 

SIGNATURE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5600 
 
 
 

DATE 

 
 
 
 

DOLLARS 

 
MEMO 

 
1 2 3 4 5 6789             1 2 3 4 5 6789 1 0 1 11 2       5600 

SIGNATURE 
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name 
 
 
 
 

Once you receive instructions, fill out these sample check registers. 
 
 

 

check registers 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECK  

 
 
 
 
 
PAYMENT/  

 
 
 
 
 
DEPOSIT/  

NUMBER DATE TRANSACTION DESCRIPTION DEBIT FEE CREDIT BALANCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECK  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PAYMENT/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEPOSIT/  

NUMBER DATE TRANSACTION DESCRIPTION DEBIT FEE CREDIT BALANCE 
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name 
 
 
 
 

Once you receive instructions, fill out this sample withdrawal/deposit ticket. 
 
 

 

check withdrawal/deposit ticket 
 
 
 
 
 

BestBank 

 
Today’s Date 

 
 
 
 
 

WITHDRAWAL 

 
Customer Name (Please Print) 

 
 
 
 
 

Customer Signature 

 
 
 
Start your account number here 

 
 
 
 

 
CHECKING 

 
 

TOTAL 

 

$ 

 
 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BestBank 

 
Today’s Date 

 
Customer Name (Please Print) 

 
Sign Here  

 
X 

 
Start your account number here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DEPOSIT 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CASH 

 
CHECK 

 
CHECK 

 
SUBTOTAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHECKING 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
. 

. 

. 

. 

 
TOTAL $ 

 
. 
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name 
 
 
 
 

Once you receive instructions, fill out these sample deposit tickets. 
 
 

 

savings deposit tickets 
 
 
 
 
 

BestBank 

 
Today’s Date 

 
 
 
 

 

WITHDRAWAL 

 
Customer Name (Please Print) 

 
 
 
 
 

Customer Signature 

 
 
 
Start your account number here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BestBank 

 
Today’s Date 

 
Customer Name (Please Print) 

 
 

TOTAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DEPOSIT 

 

$ 

 
 
. 

 
Sign Here  

 
X 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Start your account number here 

 
CASH 

 
CHECK 

 
CHECK 

 
SUBTOTAL 

 
 
. 

. 

. 

. 

 
TOTAL $ 

 
. 
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notes: 
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module objectives: 

In this module, students will learn about credit. They 

will learn what credit cards are, how they work, and 

how they can be responsibly managed. They will also 

learn about credit ratings and loans. 

 
At the end of this module, your students will be able to: 

Explain what a credit card is and how it works. 

Explain what a loan is. 

Explain how interest works. 

 
concepts to cover: 

This module will teach basic concepts about credit 

and loans. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

module 4: 

credit 
 
 
 
 
 

 
math standards covered in this module include: 
work flexibly with fractions, decimals, and percents to solve problems. · understand the meaning and effects of arithmetic 

operations with fractions, decimals and integers. · select appropriate methods and tools for computing with fractions and 

decimals from among mental calculation, estimation, calculators or computers, and paper and pencil, depending on the 

situation, and apply the selected method 

 
social studies standards covered in this module include: 
Ia. compare similarities and differences in the ways groups, societies, and cultures meet human needs and concerns; IIIj. analyze 

and evaluate social and economic effects of environmental changes and crises resulting from phenomena such as floods, storms, 

and drought; IVh. work independently and cooperatively to accomplish goals; Vc. describe the various forms institutions take, 

and explain how they develop and change over time; Vf. describe the role of institutions in furthering both continuity and change; 

Vg. apply knowledge of how groups and institutions work to meet individual needs and promote the common good; VIId. 

describe a range of examples of the various institutions that make up economic systems, such as households, business firms, 

banks, government agencies, labor unions, and corporations; VIIf. explain and illustrate how values and beliefs influence different 

economic decisions; VIIg. differentiate among various forms of exchange and money; X. identify and practice selected forms 

of civic discussion and participation consistent with the ideals of citizens in a democratic republic. 
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vocabulary words: 

 
borrow 

When a person receives something but is expected to pay it  

back. When the person borrows from the bank, she will be  

returning the same amount plus interest. This term generally  

refers to money. 

 
credit 

Amount of money at a person’s disposal for purchasing of  

goods or services. The person must pay it back within a  

specified or pre-arranged time line.  

 
credit card 

A tool issued that allows you to make purchases within your  

credit limit. 

 
credit rating 

A trust developed in you based on your credit history that you  

will pay back loans and credit card debts faithfully. 

 
identity theft 

A crime that occurs when someone uses your personal infor-  

mation, without your permission, to commit fraud or other crimes. 

 
interest 

The amount of money that one pays for the money that  

was borrowed, or the amount of money that the financial  

institution pays the shareholder or customer for maintaining  

their money with said institution. 

 
interest rate 

The percentage that is charged for the money that is  

borrowed; usually it is set at a yearly rate.  

 
lend 

Money that is given to someone for their use, with the  

knowledge that they will return that money with interest and  

within a specified period of time.  

 
loan 

Taken by an individual with the purpose of obtaining goods  

or services. The money borrowed will be repaid with an  

additional fee and within a specified period of time. 

 
 

props/supplies: 

· Worksheets  

· Credit Card 
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lesson: credit 
 

Begin lesson by holding up a credit card and a debit card. Tell students that even though these  

cards look very similar, they are actually very different. Ask students if they can tell you how credit  

cards and debit cards are different.   

  
Draw a brain map on the board to illustrate how the  

conversation progresses. Start with a central bubble in the  

middle (What is credit?) with lines and bubbles leading out  

from it. Include other concepts and ideas you will cover in  

the discussion.  

 
After getting answers from your students, fill in any gaps  

that remain. 

 
explain that: 

 
  When you use a debit card, the money comes directly   

 
What is 

credit? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  Ask students if they know about the crime of identity theft.  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

out of your checking account. You can use your debit   

card for the amount of money that you have in your   

account. When you use a credit card, you are given a   

credit limit. This is the amount of money you can charge   

to your credit card. 

 
  To decide what your credit limit is, the bank looks at   

your credit rating. A credit rating is determined by   

looking at whether someone paid all of his or her bills   

on time, as well as by looking at the amount of money   

someone makes every month. From this, the credit card   

company decides how much money will be used for   

your credit card limit.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

·  Explain or field answers from students concerning   

  this issue.   

·  Explain that identity theft can occur when someone   

  goes through records from their employer, hacks into   

  the organization’s computers, goes through your trash,   

  or steals your mail or wallet.   

·  Explain to students that they can avoid identity theft by  

  not giving out personal information such as their SSN,   

  mother’s maiden name, or account numbers over the   

  phone or the internet unless they know the information   

  is secure. They should keep license numbers, social   

  security card numbers, and credit card numbers safe   

  and private.   

 
  Credit cards are NOT free money! If you charge $300.00  

  on your card, then you have to pay that money back. 

  

  

  

·  If someone does become a victim of identity theft,   

  they should contact a nationwide consumer reporting   

  agency to place a “fraud alert” in their file to let   

 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  Credit card companies make money by charging an   

Annual Percentage Rate of interest. This means that   

if you don’t pay all of the money back at the end of the   

month, the credit card company will add interest   

onto the amount you owe, which will mean that you   

owe even more money. 

  

  

  potential creditors and others know that they may be a   

  victim of identity theft.  
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This is a lot of information for your students to absorb.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
notes: 

After you’ve gone through the basics of credit cards, ask  

them if they can think of anything they wish they could buy.  

 
Take one student’s example of what they’d like to buy and  

figure out how much it would actually cost them to buy, if  

they used a credit card. 

 
For instance, you might write on the board the 

following: 

 
New bike: $400.00 

 
APR interest: 21% 

 
Say you paid back the bike in one year. That means that you  

would have to pay back the $400.00 you charged on the  

credit card, plus 21% interest: 

 
$400.00 X 21% 

 
400 X .21= 84 

 
$84.00 is your interest.   

  

That means that you actually owe $484.00 for your bike.  

However, if it takes you more than a year to pay back your  

bike, it will actually be more than that, because the APR will  

add up if it takes longer for you to pay back the card! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HOPE Corps volunteer tip: By using students’ everyday experiences, such as shopping with their family, teaching   

  financial concepts will be easier. 
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HOPE Corps volunteer worksheet: give me some credit! 
 

answer key: 

 
  

1. Mark each of the following statements True (T) or False  

(F). Gabe and Joy answered the first statement, but they  

need your help! 

 
F  You don’t ever have to pay back a credit card. 

 
  

2. Joy’s mom is thinking about charging a sofa to her credit  

card. She will take one year to pay back her sofa. If the sofa  

costs $850.00, and her APR interest is 17%, how much will  

the couch cost after she pays back the credit card, including  

interest? (HINT: 850 X .17= the amount of interest.)  

$994.50 

T  Your credit rating will be better if you pay your bills   

  on time. 

 
T  If it takes you longer to pay your credit card bill, you will   

  have to pay more money back. 

 
F  It’s smart to always charge items on your credit bill.  

 
T  An emergency is a good time to use a credit card.  

 
F  Once you get a credit card, you should buy anything  

  you want. 

 
T  The credit company looks at how much money you   

  make when deciding what your credit limit will be.  

 
T  Your credit limit is the amount of money you are allowed   

  to spend on your credit card.  

 
F  If you don’t pay your credit card bill, you can still charge   

  whatever you want on your credit card.  

  

3. Gabe’s dad is thinking about putting a painting on his  

credit card. He’s decided that it will take him 1 year to pay  

the credit card bill. The painting is $2500.00. The APR interest  

is 15%. If it takes him 1 year to pay it back, how much will  

the painting cost in all? (HINT: 2,500 X .15=interest rate)   

$2875.00 

 
  

4. Would you charge items to a credit card if it means   

you will pay back more money than the item you bought   

is worth? Why or why not?   

Answers will vary 
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name 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

give me some credit! 
 
 

 
1. Mark each of the following statements True (T) or   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How are we going to 

get through all of this 

credit card information 

in time? 

False (F). Gabe and Joy answered the first statement, but  

they need your help! 

F   You don’t ever have to pay back a credit card. 

Don’t worry Gabe. I 

  Your credit rating will be better if you pay your   

    bills on time. 

think that we finally have 

some help from some 

other smart kids! 

  If it takes you longer to pay your credit card bill,   

    you will have to pay more money back. 

 
  It’s smart to always charge items on your credit bill. 

 
  An emergency is a good time to use a credit card. 

 
  Once you get a credit card, you should buy   

    anything you want. 

 
  The credit company looks at how much money you   

    make when deciding what your credit limit will be. 

 
  Your credit limit is the amount of money you are   

    allowed to spend on your credit card. 

 
  If you don’t pay your credit card bill, you can still charge  

    whatever you want on your credit card. 

 
3. Gabe’s dad is thinking about putting a painting on his  

credit card. He’s decided that it will take him 1 year to pay  

the credit card bill. The painting is $2500.00. The APR  

interest is 15%. If it takes him 1 year to pay it back, how  

much will the painting cost in all?   

(HINT: 2,500 X .15=interest rate) 

 
 

2. Joy’s mom is thinking about charging a sofa to her   

credit card. She will take one year to pay back her sofa. If  

the sofa costs $850.00, and her APR interest is 17%, how  

much will the couch cost after she pays back the credit  

card, including interest?   

(HINT: 850 X .17=interest rate) 

4. Would you charge items to a credit card if it means you  

will pay back more money than the item you bought is  

worth? Why or why not? 
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After you’ve gone through the credit card section, proceed to the loan section of this session.  

 
use the following questions and prompts to direct the conversation: 

 
  Have you ever lent a friend money, or has a friend,   

  sibling, or parent ever loaned someone money?  

 
  What is a loan? 

 
Finish this discussion by helping the students go through   

an example of how much more a house will cost with  

interest. Tell the class that you know that a friend recently  

bought a house for $700,000.00. He took out a loan for  

 
 

  

  

  

  

 
  Why do people take out loans? (Students should say   

something to the effect that people take out loans when   

they have to pay for something that’s really expensive,   

but don’t have the money in their pocket or in their bank   

account to pay for that item).  

the house, and he is now paying back a 4% interest rate  

on the loan. It will take the friend 25 years to pay back the  

loan. Help the students figure out how much the interest  

will cost over 25 years. 

 
First have students figure out how much interest will be  

 
  What kinds of expensive items do people take   

  loans out for? 

 
  Ask students if they know why banks charge   

  interest for loans. 

paid for one year:  

$700,000 x .04 = $28.000 

 
Then figure out how much interest will be paid over   

25 years.  

$28,000 x 25 = $700,000 

 
This means that in over 25 years, the friend will pay as  

much in interest as he will for the house. Talk to students  

about why someone would take out a loan when they  

would have to pay back so much interest (Help students to  

understand that this is the only way that most people can  

afford to buy large ticket items, such as homes).  
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HOPE Corps volunteer worksheet: taking an interest 
 
 

answer key (actual worksheet on the following page): 

 
  

1. Joy’s family is going to buy a new car. The car costs  

$20,000.00. Joy’s family is going to take out a car loan  

from the bank. The interest rate is 6%, and it will take   

her family 5 years to pay off the car. How much will the  

interest cost on the car?   

$6000.00  

  

  

2. How much will the car cost in all (interest + cost of car)?  

$26,000.00  

  

  

3. Gabriel’s family has a home loan for their house. The  

house costs $500,000. Their interest rate is 5%. It will take  

Gabriel’s family 30 years to pay off the loan. How much  

interest will they pay over 30 years?  

$750,000.00  

  

  

4. How much will the house cost in all   

(interest + cost of house)?  

$1, 250,000.00 

notes: 
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name 

Yep. These big 

calculations need 

some smart number 

crunchers. 

 

 

taking an interest 
 
 
 

Wow, these are 

some big 

numbers, Joy! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Joy’s family is going to buy a new car. The car costs  

$20,000.00. Joy’s family is going to take out a car loan from   

the bank. The interest rate is 6%, and it will take her family   

5 years to pay off the car. How much will the interest cost   

on the car? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How much will the car cost in all (interest + cost of car)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Gabriel’s family has a home loan for their house. The   

house costs $500,000. Their interest rate is 5%. It will take  

Gabriel’s family 30 years to pay off the loan. How much   

interest will they pay over 30 years? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How much will the house cost in all (interest + cost of house)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
you can make your calculations here: 

 
 

 
Good thing 

we have more help 

to go through these 

figures together! 
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game: you deserve some credit 
 

Have students split up into groups of 4 to 5. Explain that by answering a question correctly, each  

team will get to draw an “Earn It!” card from the pile that you’re holding. The questions are drawn  

from material that they’ve learned in the lesson that day. 
  

questions: 

 

 
1. What is a credit rating?   

A trust developed in you based on your credit history  that  

you will pay back loans and credit card debts faithfully. 

 
 
6. Why do people take out loans?   

People take out loans because they don’t have enough  

money in their pockets or in their checking accounts to pay  

for that item in full on their own. 

  

2. What is a credit card?   

A tool issued that allows you to make purchases within  

your credit limit. 

  

7. How do you get a good credit rating?   

A good credit rating comes from having a dependable  

income and paying your bills on time. 

  

3. What is a loan?   

Money taken out by an individual with the purpose of  

obtaining goods or services. The money borrowed will   

be repaid with an additional fee and within a specified  

period of time. 

 
  

4. Your dad bought a bike for $400.00. He put it on his  

credit card. The APR is 20%. How much will the bike cost if  

your dad pays off the card in a year?   

$480.00 

 
  

5. Your brother loans you $20.00. He says he’s going to  

charge you $5.00 in interest. How much money do you  

  

8. What is a credit limit?   

A credit limit is the amount of money you are allowed   

to charge on your credit card, as determined by your   

credit rating. 

 
  

9. Your parents bought a house for $100,000. The interest  

rate on their loan is 5%. It will take them 20 years to pay  

back the loan. How much is the interest on this house?  

$100,000 

 
  

10. How much will the house cost in all, including interest?   

$200,000 

have to pay back?   

$25.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOPE Corps volunteer tip: When playing a game, encourage good sportsmanship in your class. 
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“earn it!” game cards 
 

When a student group answers a question correctly, they can come up and take one of the  

following cards. Have them read the card aloud. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ve paid all of your bills on time. Your 

credit rating is awesome! This means 

you have a higher credit limit on your new 

credit card! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your brother needs money to buy your 

mom some flowers for her birthday. You 

lend him the money, and since you’re 

such a nice person, you don’t charge him 

any interest. Way to go, nice person! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You’ve been working hard and saving your 

money. This means that you don’t have 

to take out a big loan to buy a new car! 

Good job! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A while back you lent your brother some 

money. He’s so grateful that he pays you 

back interest, even though you didn’t ask 

for any. It pays to be a nice person! 
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You pay all of your bills on time, and you 

get a good credit rating. That will help when 

you have to take out a loan in the future! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You use your money smarts to help your 

dad pick out the credit card with the best 

APR interest. Your dad is so proud of you, 

he raises your allowance! Great job! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your little sister lost the money she was 

going to use to pay back her friend for 

some candy. You pay her friend back for 

her. In exchange, your sister cleans your 

room for you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Everyone thinks you’re a money whiz! In 

exchange for telling your friends about 

how to be smart with money, they treat 

you to lunch. Yum! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your mom asks you to help figure out the 

interest rate on a loan she might take out. 

In exchange for your help, she buys you a 

new music CD. Sounds good to us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While listening to the radio, you call in 

and answer a trivia question about credit 

cards correctly. You win tickets to a cool 

new movie. It pays to be smart! 
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notes: 
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module objectives: 

In this module, students are introduced to basic concepts 

of investment. 

 
At the end of this module, your students will be able to: 

Explain the basics of investment. 

Demonstrate that they can compute the sum or 

difference of whole numbers and positive decimals 

to two places (Number Sense 2.0). 

 
concepts to cover: 

This module will teach basic concepts about investing, 

including where it comes from and how it’s used; the 

module will also cover how banks help people keep their 

money safe. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

module 5: 

basic 
investments 
math standards covered in this module include: 

work flexibly with fractions, decimals, and percents to solve problems · understand the meaning and effects of arithmetic operations with 

fractions, decimals and integers · select appropriate methods and tools for computing with fractions and decimals from among mental 

calculation, estimation, calculators or computers, and paper and pencil, depending on the situation, and apply the selected method 

 
social studies standards covered in this module include: 
Ia. compare similarities and differences in the ways groups, societies, and cultures meet human needs and concerns; IIf. use knowledge 

of facts and concepts drawn from history, along with methods of historical inquiry, to inform decision-making about and action-taking on 

public issues; IIIg. describe how people create places that reflect ideas, personality, culture, and wants and needs as they design homes, 

playgrounds, classrooms, and the like; IVh. work independently and cooperatively to accomplish goals; Vc. describe the various forms 

institutions take, and explain how they develop and change over time; Vf. describe the role of institutions in furthering both continuity 

and change; Vg. apply knowledge of how groups and institutions work to meet individual needs and promote the common good; VIa. 

examine persistent issues involving the rights, roles, and status of the individual in relation to the general welfare; VIg. describe and 

analyze the role of technology in communications, transportation, information-processing, weapons development, or other areas as it 

contributes to or helps resolve conflicts; VIId. describe a range of examples of the various institutions that make up economic systems, 

such as households, business firms, banks, government agencies, labor unions, and corporations; VIIf. explain and illustrate how values 

and beliefs influence different economic decisions; VIIg. differentiate among various forms of exchange and money; X. identify and 

practice selected forms of civic discussion and participation consistent with the ideals of citizens in a democratic republic. 
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vocabulary words: 

 
bond  

An investment where you give a company or the government  

a loan of your money. For the use of the lender’s money,   

the bond issuer promises to pay regular interest payments  

and return the principal (usually $1,000) when it matures.  

 
capital gains 

When your stock increases in value, and you earn money.  

 
certificate of deposit (CD) 

An investment issued by a bank to repay funds deposited  

for a defined period of time (usually from 14 days to several  

years). In addition to repaying the principal at maturity, a CD  

pays a market-determined interest rate. CDs start at $100  

and can be issued for amounts of $100,000 or more. 

 
debt investment 

An investment where you loan your money to someone else  

for interest, and the borrower is obligated to the debtor to  

pay the money back. 

 
dividend 

The amount of money a company will pay its shareholders,  

depending on their earning. 

 
equity investment 

An investment where you loan your money to someone else  

for a share of the profits they receive when they use the money. 

 
investing 

A way to make your money grow. 

 
mutual fund 

A way to buy into different stocks, including some that   

are conservative and some that are risky. Mutual funds are  

usually managed by a group of investors, a company, or  

someone that sets up the mutual fund.  

 
share 

When you invest in a company by buying a small part of it.  

This small part is called a share. 

 
shareholder 

A person that owns a share in a company. 

 
stock 

A number of shares that a shareholder earns that can either  

increase or decrease in value, making the shareholder either  

gain or lose money. 

 
stock exchange 

A central location where stocks, bonds, and other types of  

funds are bought and sold. One famous exchange is the New  

York Stock Exchange. 
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lesson: investments 
 

Begin by asking students in a very general manner about what they think of investments. This  

should be a discussion that you lead.  

 
Draw a brain map on the board to illustrate how the  

conversation progresses. Start with a central bubble in the  

middle (What is an investment?) with lines and bubbles  

leading out from it. Including other concepts and ideas you  

will cover in the discussion.  

 
include the following questions: 

 
  Ask students if they know what the word investment   

  means. Write down any words on the board that are   

  related to investing that the students say. 

 
  Ask them to describe how they’ve heard this word used.   

What is 

an invest- 

ment? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  Explain that equity investments are made up of stocks.   

  

  

  

  

Maybe someone has mentioned “investing in their   

future” when they talk about college. Say that this is one   

type of investing. Ask them if they know what it means   

to invest money. 

  

  

  

  

  

Explain that stocks are shares of ownership you receive   

in a corporation in return for letting them use your money.  

Most people buy stocks hoping that they have purchased  

them at a low price and can sell them at a high price.   

However, the reverse of this can happen as well. 

  Explain that an investment can be either an equity   

  investment or a debt investment. A debt investment     Explain that it’s smart to invest in both types of   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

is where you loan your money to someone else for an   

amount called interest. An equity investment is where   

you loan your money to someone else for a share of the   

profits they receive from the way they use the money.   

An equity investment differs from a debt investment in   

that there is no obligation on the part of the debtor to   

pay you back. Debt investments give you a lower return   

than equity investments. Debt investments are also   

lower in terms of risk than similar equity investments. 

  

  

  

  

 

 
  

  

  

  

investments. Money that will not be needed for three   

years or more are most appropriate for investing in   

stocks, while money that will be needed in three years or   

less are most appropriate for bonds.  

 
  Explain that if you can make longer term investments,   

which are riskier, then you can invest in stocks. It’s harder   

to invest in stocks, because you have to wait longer to   

make your money back, and it requires more research   

to find a good company to invest in. However, you can   

  Explain that debt investments include bonds, bank       also make more money with stocks.  

  

  

  

  

certificates of deposits (CDs), and personal loans. These  

investments carry a minimal amount of risk and are good  

for investors able to leave their money in the investment  

for only a short period of time (up to about 3 years). 

 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
  Explain that you can invest in a variety of stocks by using   

a mutual fund. Investing in a mutual fund is a way to buy   

into different stocks. Normally, there is a group of   

investors, a company, or someone that sets up the   

mutual fund. You might have some conservative stocks,   

and some that are risky. You don’t have to worry about   

each one of them, but instead, you get to follow the   

overall value of the mutual fund.  

 
HOPE Corps volunteer tip: Gauge your students’ skill levels, and adapt your lesson plan for the day to   

  accommodate their skill level. 
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HOPE Corps volunteer worksheet: stock market literacy! 
 

Go through the worksheet with the students to help them better understand the concepts.  

 
answer key (student worksheet on the following page): 

 
 
 

Company name   

is displayed as   

an acronym. 

 
Dividend 

 
 

Stock Name 

A B1 

A BE 

 
A BV 

 
 
Div 

1.50 

2.30 

 
1.02 

 
 
Last Trade 

69.07 

22.09 

 
11.24 

 
 
Net Change 

+0.47 

+0.05 

 
+0.10 

 
What the stock   

is worth today 

 
Whether your stock   

went up or down   

from the day before 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Suppose that you bought a share when it was low. You  

paid $25.00 for it, and now it’s selling at $130.00 a share.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Suppose you bought ten of these shares for $25.00  

each. How much did you pay for the ten shares? 

Of course, you want to sell. What is the amount of your  

capital gains? 

 
a. $105.00  

b. $95.00  

c. $5.00   

 d. $32.00  

 
a. $200.00  

 
b. $250.00  

 
c. $25.00  

 
 d. $2500.00 

 
3. If your capital gains were $105.00 on each share, what  

are your capital gains on 10 shares? 

 
a. $205.00  

 
b. $105.00  

 
c. $1050.00  d. $2500.00 
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name 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

stock market literacy! 
Check out this 

stock market information. 

Do you see the acronym in red? 

It is the name of the 

 
Stock Name 

A B1 

A BE 

 
Div 

1.50 

2.30 

 
Last Trade 

69.07 

22.09 

 
Net Change 

+0.47 

+0.05 

company. It can be letters, 

numbers or both. 

The yellow one 

is the dividend. Some 

companies pay share- 

A BV 1.02 11.24 +0.10 
holders a certain amount 

depending on their earning. 

What the stock is worth 

today, is in green. 

 
 
 
 
 

The orange one is 

telling you if your stock 

went up or down from 

the day before. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hey, let’s see if we can calculate some of our 

earnings! Circle the correct answer 

 
1. Suppose that you bought a share when it was low. You  

paid $25.00 for it, and now it’s selling at $130.00 a share.  

 
2. Suppose you bought ten of these shares for $25.00 each.  

How much did you pay for the ten shares? 

Of course, you want to sell. What is the amount of your  

capital gains? 

 
a. $105.00  

b. $95.00  

c. $5.00   

 d. $32.00  

 
a. $200.00  

 
b. $250.00  

 
c. $25.00  

 
 d. $2500.00 

 
3. If your capital gains were $105.00 on each share, what  

are your capital gains on 10 shares? 

 
a. $205.00  

 
b. $105.00  

 
c. $1050.00  d. $2500.00 
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game: invest with the best 
 

Have the class break up into groups of 3-4 students.  
 
 

Gabriel’s grandfather has given him $10,000 to invest for  

 
 
notes: 

college. It’s up to Gabriel to invest his money wisely! He  

wants to invest in a lot of different types of investments,  

including savings accounts, CDs, money market accounts,  

mutual funds, and stocks. In order to prove to his grandfather  

that he is a wise investor, Gabriel must come up with the  

most profitable way to invest his money over a   

12 week period. 

 
task: 

 
Your group is responsible for creating an investment strategy  

based on each of the following types of investments: 

 
Money market accounts  

 
Mutual funds (including number of shares in total) 

 
Stocks (including number of shares in total)  

 
Savings Accounts 

 
CDs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOPE Corps volunteer tip: Remember to remind students that the 5 categories must add up to $10,000. 
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name 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

invest with the best 
 

Gabriel’s grandfather has given him $10,000  

to invest for college. It’s up to Gabriel to invest  

his money wisely! He wants to invest in a lot of  

different types of investments, including savings  

accounts, CDs, money market accounts, mutual  

funds, and stocks. In order to prove to his  

grandfather that he is a wise investor, Gabriel  

must come up with the most profitable way to  

invest his money over a 12 week period. 

 
September 1st 

 
Gabriel  

 
  

 
  

 
$10,000 

ten-thousand and 00/100 ——————————————— 

investing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As a group decide how much of the $10,000 should be  

invested in each of the following: 

 
Money market accounts  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mutual funds (including number of shares in total)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stocks (including number of shares in total) 

 
Savings accounts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CDs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

72 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
teen classroom guide 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.banking on our future.org



 
 

 
 
 
 

Your stock just went 

up by $2.00 a share! 

Calculate how much 

money you made. 
 
 

“invest with the best” cards 
 

Have students cut the following cards out of their guide,  

and shuffle them into a pile, with cards facing down. The  

teacher should ask students to define different words from  

the vocabulary list. When a student answers a question,  

each group gets to choose a card from their pile. Make sure  

that they’re doing the calculations correctly. 

 
After all the cards are picked, have students calculate the  

total money amount that they have earned.  

 
  Ask them how they think their investments went.  

 
  Ask them if they would do anything differently next time. 

 
Uh oh! Your mutual 

fund lost $.50 a share. 

How much money did 

you lose? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your savings account 

earned 2% interest on the 

total amount saved. How 

much do you have now? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your savings account 

earned 5% interest on the 

total amount that you 

saved. How much money 

did you earn in total? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your CD earned 10% 

interest on the total 

amount invested. How 

much money do you 

have now? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your mutual fund gained 

an average of $1.00 a 

share! How much money 

did you earn in total? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your stock went up by 

$1.00 a share. How 

much money did you 

earn in total? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your CD earned 5% 

interest on the total 

amount invested. How 

much money do you 

have now?





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

notes: 
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Thank you for your help and support!



 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 


